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The things revealed 

"How many angels can fit on the head of a pin?”

“ Why did God make the sky blue?”

“How could a loving God send anyone to hell?”

An essential characteristic of man is questioning.  We think, ponder, guess, test and wonder. All of this is a quality of our imagination, a gift given by God. He desires for us to use our minds to think and reason. 

Unfortunately, we also can use our minds to doubt, test, or malign God. In doing so, we place our logic above God, and break the 1st Commandment.

So how can these two extremes be reconciled? In Jesus Christ! He not only came to live perfectly and die innocently, but also to reveal God to us. Colossians 2 reminds us:

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.” 

The fullness of God remains hidden to us, but the love of God can be seen clearly in Christ, and he is ours. Deuteronomy 29 testifies to this:

“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”

God grant us the “Truth” of God, his revealed “Word,” now and eternally in heaven!
“Only be strong and courageous!”

Joshua had some big shoes to fill.  He was taking over for Moses, the man described in Deuteronomy 34, “Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face-to-face.”  Joshua had the daunting job of leading the children of Israel into the Promised Land, against a group of nations that would show no mercy.

To prepare Joshua for this task, God reminded him of his primary task in Joshua 1, “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night…” He also told Joshua three times “to be strong and courageous.”

This encouragement was later repeated by a unlikely source—the children of Israel themselves.  As Joshua spoke to the people of Israel, they responded with hearts of faith, “Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you.  Only may the Lord your God be with you as he was with Moses…Only be strong and courageous!”
To hear the very words of God repeated by a people who, forty years earlier on the border of Canaan, had voiced doubt and fear, must have been wonderful to Joshua.  The same faith that moved him moved them.  They were truly one in purpose.

When I hear the promises of God in his Word, and see his love for me at the cross of Christ, I connect with the faith Joshua and the Israelites shared.  I become equipped to speak the very words of God to my brothers and sisters in Christ, and to tell them,

“Only be strong and courageous!”

“Rule over us!”

Among the judges, Gideon stands out as exemplary.  He was a man who followed the ways of God, and through faith trusted that God would be in charge.  He listened to the angel of the Lord, and followed God’s commands in reducing his army from 32,000 to 300, so that God would receive the glory.  With this tiny army, following God’s path, he was able to defeat the Midianites.

But Gideon also fell prey to sin.  When the Midianites had been defeated, Gideon was asked by the nation of Israel to become their king.  Judges 8 tells us that they asked Gideon, “Rule over us…” He rejected that request, pointing the children of God back to God.  But he took their thank-offering of gold and made it into an idol, which he placed in his home town.  Judges 8 tells us that “All Israel prostituted themselves by worshipping it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and his family.”

What a tragedy!  It seems sad that after listening to God for so many years, Gideon should choose a way that was not God’s, which led so many others astray.  Yet this is a common thread throughout the history of mankind.  Mankind, even the best of mankind, is sinful and makes poor choices.  Think of Moses’ murder, Abraham’s lies, Jacob’s trickery, or Aaron’s building of the golden calf.  Proverbs 14 testifies that “there is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”

Only one person has ever been able to “rule over” God’s people without flaw or error—the King of our souls, Jesus Christ.  Despite temptation, he never sinned or failed to follow God.  His “perfect path” led him to Calvary, where he took on himself the sins of all mankind, so that we might be made clean from sin, and set apart for service to him.  
Revelation 5 reminds us that “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  Only Jesus is the king of our souls.  Only to Jesus may we say with confidence, “Rule over us!”

“The Lord bless him!”

Among the laws given to the Israelites in the book of Leviticus (chapter 9) is one that seems rather wasteful:

“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of the field or gather the gleanings of your harvest.  Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen.  Leave them for the poor and the alien.  I am the LORD your God.”

Americans, so apt at the science of efficiency, would rebel at this idea.  “Waste not, want not!”  “A penny saved is a penny earned!”  “Anything worth doing is worth doing right the first time!”

Yet this was God’s law, and a heart at peace with God through the work of the Holy Spirit, and the promise of the Savior, would seek to obey God’s commands, regardless of the logic.  Some food might well be wasted.  But God willed it.

Boaz was such a man.  Having a faith in the coming Savior, Boaz seems to have known that God has plans we cannot know.  Thus when, in the book of Ruth, he goes out to his fields to supervise the workers, and see Ruth gleaning in the fields, his heart is moved to mercy by the widow’s plight.  He tells the workers in Ruth 2,
“Even if she gathers among the sheaves, don’t embarrass her.  Rather, pull out some stalks for her and leave them for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.”

Boaz’s heart was moved to go above and beyond the laws of God, to give of his abundance for the relief of a foreign woman.  It seems like a small thing, but God was using this kindness to give life to Ruth and Naomi, to prepare the line of the Savior through David, and to teach us today.  Thus the blessing Ruth expressed on Boaz, “The Lord bless him!” comes to us today through Boaz’s actions.  We are truly blessed through the line of Boaz, and Ruth, because through that line our Savior from sin comes.

We can’t know what God has planned for our actions, but we do know God’s will.  May he bless us in unexpected ways as we seek to know him, and live a life of thankfulness to him!

“But the Lord looks at…”

“How do you look?”

Billions of dollars each year are spent on clothing, fashion, exercise, and diet fads, to try and answer that question.  In 1 Samuel 16, God talks about appearances in a slightly different manner.

While we might tend to judge a person based on the way they dress, act or look, God doesn’t.  I Samuel 16 tells us that “man looks at outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

What does God see in man’s heart?  Corruption, and betrayal, which lead to various unkind or uncharitable acts.  Matthew 15 reminds us that “Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” These things destroy relationships with other people, and they destroy a relationship with God.  These things, if allowed to grow unchecked, finally push a person down the wide and popular road to hell.

Jesus came into this world not only to get ”to the heart” of mankind’s problems in this world, but also to perform an incredible operation—to pay the penalty of hell for us, and to give us a new heart, one that is modeled after and gains power from Jesus.  He then proceeds to treat us as he would treat his sons—to credit Jesus’ works to us!
This is the heart that God sees in each believer—a heart of faith, the heart of a Son of whom God said in Matthew 3, “This is my Son, whom I love, with whom I am well pleased.”  “Christ”-ians, or little Christs, have this heart, and this is the heart that God sees in us.  

Thank God that we do not need to be perfect, because Christ was perfect on our behalf!  Thank God that he sees in us his Son’s heart!

“Bring me the ephod”

When I was a boy, I often saw advertised on television what was called a “magic eight ball.”  This was a black ball, which when turned over would randomly pick a vague answer from a shape inside of it.  The idea was that you would ask it a question, and it would give you the answer.  The fact that most of the answers consisted of “Perhaps,” “Could be…” and “Don’t Know” hardly inspired confidence.

Imagine my surprise when I saw it on a store shelf the other day!  It seems that people are still looking for sources of knowledge about the future, no matter how odd or vague they might be.  Horoscopes, palm reading, and tarot cards all fall under this category.

I Samuel provides us with some insight into how to know the future reliably.  In chapter 28, Saul, filled with anguish, seeks out a medium, who using the power of the devil, tries to predict the future.  The reply leaves him so terrified that he cannot even stand.  Chapter 30 provides a different approach.  When faced with trial, David turns to the means God had provided, when he says, “Bring me the ephod.”  God’s answer filled him with confidence and hope.

We, too, have a means God has given us to know the future—the means of grace, found in the Bible and the Sacraments.  Through them, God tells us that he will always love us, will always forgive us, and will one day take us to heaven.  He tells us in Romans 8 that “there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” that “our present sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory that will be revealed in us,” and that “in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who are called according to his purpose.”  
God grant us the wisdom to always seek the face of God in his means of grace!

“the Lord is with you.”

Psychologists tell us that one way to learn is to take the pieces of information that we have and assemble them into one whole idea.  Often this idea comes together in an instant, something they call a “gestalt” experience.  We might tend to call it an “ah-hah!” moment, when everything becomes clear for us.

2 Samuel 7 tells us of an “ah-hah” moment that David had as was sitting in his palace, enjoying the peace of a new kingship over Israel.  He called the prophet Nathan, and said to him, 

“Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”

David took the information he had learned about God—his majesty, power, mercy and love, and put it together with the houses that he lived in and the ark of God lived in, and came to a startling conclusion—he had not built for God as he had built for himself.  Perhaps even without thinking about it, he had broken the 1st Commandment to “Honor God above all things.”  So David’s words to the prophet come as both a confession of sins, and a resolve to action.

Nathan’s reply to David is instructive:
“Whatever you have in mind to do, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.”

Nathan’s reply was both an absolution—a pronouncing of forgiveness—and an invitation.  David would hear from God later that night how his new resolve could be put into action.

We, too, open the door to such “ah-hah” moments when we connect ourselves with the means of grace.  We see our sins, and hear about a Savior who came to live and die on our behalf.  That information, through the working of the Holy Spirit, will lead us to know ourselves in ways we never could have imagined, and lead us to serve God in new and wonderful ways.  Like David, the Lord is with us!
Success?

How do a person measure success?

Money?  Fame?  Achievement?  Popularity?

The early chapters of the book of 2 Samuel seem to be a remarkable story of the success of the new King David.  Except for the sins of adultery and murder found in chapters 11 and 12, David seems to have it all together.  He wins many battles.  He acquires tremendous fame.  He gains many wives.  He accumulates tremendous wealth.

Yet with all of this “success” comes a failure, which creates future problems.  David had forgotten the commands of God found in Deuteronomy 17, written specifically for the kings of Israel:

The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, "You are not to go back that way again." He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.

The early chapters of 2 Samuel point out the terrible power of this world to blind us to the commands of God.  Often we find ourselves trapped in a sin, led astray by those around us, or betrayed by our own sinful weakness.  Our “success” also leads us to failure to hear God and his Word.

Mercifully, God does not leave us trapped in our own sins.  Instead, he sent his Son Jesus to die for us, and be raised to life for our assurance.  He is the Son of David, but also his Lord.  He is the mighty champion who comes to rescue us from our own “successes,” and leads us to see his true victory at the foot of Calvary.  David saw this from afar, and testified to it in Psalm 51:

“For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 

    Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 

    Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
    Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

   Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.”
Our success in this life and eternally depends upon the success of Jesus Christ at the cross.  May we always hear and believe this fact!

“The Word of the Lord is flawless.”

Know anyone who is perfect?  Know anyone who thinks they are?

Our world has names, some very unkind, for those who think they are perfect:

“Better than thou”

“Goody Two-Shoes”

“Smug, self-righteous prig”

At the heart of both the desire to be perfect and the hostile reaction to it is a central conflict—we cannot be what we want to be.  We all sin, every day, in many ways.  Through thoughts, words and actions.  In what we do, and in what we leave undone.  In the pride of our attitudes and habits.

Such corruption is violently contrasted with God, of whom 2 Samuel 22 says, “As for God, his way is perfect; the Word of the Lord is flawless.”

Because of this conflict, therefore—our imperfection and God’s perfection—there is a wall of ignorance built up between us and God.  We cannot understand Him as he truly is.  We cannot bear to see him in his perfection.  We cannot even want to hear his Word, which reminds us of this terrible problem and builds up that wall higher, deeper, and thicker.

Since we cannot come to God, he came to us, in the person of Jesus Christ.  He broke down that wall by revealing the love of God to us in himself.  He lived in a perfect way, and went to the cross to pay our debt of sin.  And then he rose again on Easter, assuring us that his payment was enough.  God no longer sees our sins, but rather sees Christ in us.
Romans 5 testifies to this saving act of demolition when it says:

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Through faith, we can know someone perfect—Jesus Christ.  And we can know that his perfect life is ours.  Praise him for that!

“Set their hearts on seeking the Lord”

Civil war is the ugliest kind of war.  Our own nation’s civil war in 1861-5 saw incredible carnage, massive death-lists, and families torn by strife and hatred.  Even President Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, had brothers fighting on the side of the Confederacy.

Such a scene was played out in Israel after King Solomon died.  Jereboam and ten of the twelve tribes left Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, and went their own way.  God had this happen as a result of Solomon’s sin of following other gods.  Jereboam, to avoid having the people of those ten tribes go back to Jerusalem, set up golden calves at Bethel and Dan, and told the ten tribes to worship these idols.

What to do?  The Bible tells us what happened in 2 Chronicles 11:

    The priests and Levites from all their districts throughout Israel sided with (Rehoboam). The Levites even abandoned their pasturelands and property, and came to Judah and Jerusalem because Jeroboam and his sons had rejected them as priests of the LORD. And he appointed his own priests for the high places and for the goat and calf idols he had made. Those from every tribe of Israel who set their hearts on seeking the LORD, the God of Israel, followed the Levites to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices to the LORD , the God of their fathers. They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam son of Solomon three years, walking in the ways of David and Solomon during this time.

Believers in Israel walked away from home and family, and their nation, to continue to follow the God of Israel.  They did this because they viewed their relationship with God as being more important that all things on this earth.

We are in the midst of a great spiritual civil war, brought on by the devil and his evil angels, when they rebelled against God.  As humans, we live in a world that is enemy territory.  Yet through faith we have a relationship with God, one that is nourished through the means of grace.  If we are honest with ourselves, we will have to admit that we have often taken the easy way out, valuing some of the possessions of this world above that relationship with God.  In doing so, we have deserved the punishment of an eternity in hell.

But God did not leave us in the world to die.  Instead, he sent his Son to proclaim a message of pardon, and peace and life, through his plan of salvation.  This included dying for us when we were still his enemies, rising from the dead to assure us of our heavenly home, and giving us his obedient life as a free gift.

Like the Israelites, this new relationship with God moves us to dare amazing things.  What does your thankful heart move you to want to give up, to “set your heart on seeking the Lord?”

“Remember me with favor, O my God!”

The book of Nehemiah, a chronicle of God’s grace in restoring the people of Israel to the promised land, is essentially the story of Nehemiah’s consideration of the history of God’s people.

The history was not pretty—God’s people had been brought from slavery in Egypt into the Promised Land, through a series of miracles.  Yet the people had turned away from God, following other gods and forgetting God’s Word.  Thus God had given them over to a series of enemies, finally having the Babylonians come and take them into captivity.

It may have seemed to the Jews that God had forgotten them.  But the exact opposite was true.  God had remembered his promises of grace and peace to them, in the form of a promise to send a Savior.  So, in order to carry out his plan, he tested and prodded the nation of Israel, and sent them hard times, to remind them to turn back to that promise.

Nehemiah knew this.  He knew that the people of Israel, and he himself, could not do the good things God demanded.  Therefore, the last words he prays in the book of Nehemiah are,

“Remember me with favor, O my God!”

His prayer comes as a request for God to do the things that God will do—very similar to our 2nd Petition of Luther’s Catechism:  
“Your Kingdom Come. What does this mean?  God’s Kingdom certainly comes, by itself, even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may also come to us.”

We pray this same prayer when we confess our sins to God and look to him for forgiveness.  I say to God, “I cannot save myself.  For the sake of your Son Jesus, take away my sins, and grant me your peace.”

God’s answer comes to me through the means of grace.  In 2 Corinthians 6 he tells me, “Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  God will remember us with favor, through Jesus Christ!

“For such a time as this!”

Beauty pageants?  180 day parties?  Murder for hire?  In the Bible?

The book of Esther tells us of just such a thing—a beauty pageant that was held in Persia during the reign of Xerxes, in which a young Jewess named Esther became queen of all Persia.  At the same time, the Jews were set aside for destruction at the hands of a merciless advisor to the King, Haman.  In doing so, Haman was setting himself up against the God of heaven, and God’s plan to send a Savior through these Jews.
By faith, Esther’s uncle Mordecai knew this.  So when Queen Esther quailed at the thought of talking to the King on behalf of the Jews, he pointed out this truth in Esther 4:
"Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"

This understanding of the God’s plan and mission could have only come from the words of God himself, written in the Scriptures.  Through this Word, Mordecai came to understand that God’s purpose will always be accomplished.  Paul said the same thing, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in Romans 8:

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

Through the Bible we discover God’s purpose for our life.  Through it we hear how even our failures work out for our good and for God’s will.  Through it we receive the promise of an eternity in heaven, which he is now preparing for each one of us through faith in Jesus.

But for now, we can get glimpses in his Word of the task we have in our homes and workplaces, schools and shops.  And who knows but that we have come to know Him for such a time as this?

“Brace yourself…”

Ever hear these words at the start of an airline flight?  When the stewardess announces that in the event of a crash, you should brace yourself, I always wonder to myself what good it will do.  The plane is hurtling towards the earth, and is going to crash into the ground, and perhaps explode and burn—what good will it do to brace myself?  Can I save myself by bracing?  
The Book of Job tells of such a collision, as well, but this time between the pride of Job and the majesty of God.  After Job had begun to wonder about God’s providence, God answers Job out of a storm.  He asks Job some hard questions in Job 40:

"Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.

    Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself? Do you have an arm like God's, and can your voice thunder like his?  
    Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor, and clothe yourself in honor and majesty. Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at every proud man and bring him low, look at every proud man and humble him, crush the wicked where they stand. Bury them all in the dust together; shroud their faces in the grave. 
    Then I myself will admit to you that your own right hand can save you.”
Like us, Job had a sinful nature that tended to view itself as more important than God.   Like us, Job’s sinful nature led him into trouble.  Like us, that sinful nature needed to see the majesty and glory of a holy God.  And like us, that exposure to the holiness of God led Job to say in chapter 42, 

“Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

This crushing action of God’s law is not the end of the story, however, because our God is a loving and compassionate God.  In his love, he sent his Son into the world to do what we could not do, and to save us despite ourselves and from ourselves.  This is the glory of Christ’s incarnation—that the majestic God would become a man like us, and live among us, and die on our behalf.  His heavenly “rescue mission” provides us with life out of the ruins of our sinful lives.  Praise to him for that love!

“Sweeter than honey…”

Imagine that you received an urgent letter from a friend, who lived in a distant country.  That person spoke her native language and English.  She knew that you did not speak her language.  When you open that letter, would you expect it to be written in her native language or in English?  Your friendship would be disappointed if she wrote to you something that you could not understand.  Friends want friends to know the truth.

Through the means of grace (the Bible, the Sacrament, Baptism), God tells us that he wishes us to be his friend.  He also sends us an urgent message in his Word.  Do you expect it to be written in a language you can understand?  Too often we allow our sinful nature, the devil and this world to convince us that the Bible is hard to read, obscure or really not very useful.  But that view assumes a false friendship with him.  He really wants us to know ourselves as we are, to turn from our sins, and to find pardon and peace at his Son’s side.

Psalm 19 testifies to the power of this urgent message from God:

    The law of the LORD is perfect, 

    reviving the soul. 

    The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 

    making wise the simple. 

    The precepts of the LORD are right, 

    giving joy to the heart. 

    The commands of the LORD are radiant, 

    giving light to the eyes. 

    The fear of the LORD is pure, 

    enduring forever. 

    The ordinances of the LORD are sure 

    and altogether righteous. 

    They are more precious than gold, 

    than much pure gold; 

    they are sweeter than honey, 

    than honey from the comb. 

God grant us the faith to trust that he is going to communicate his urgent message to us through his Word, and to daily seek to know this “sweetness.”
“Got wisdom?”
“I wish…”  Ever hear these words?  Most often, they are accompanied by a request for something that we don’t have, which we feel would solve our problems if we had it.  But have you ever heard of anyone wishing for what he already had?

Solomon did just that.  In 1 Kings 3, God appears to Solomon and tells him “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”  Solomon’s God-pleasing reply was for God to “give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people, and to distinguish between right and wrong.”  In essence, Solomon was asking for God to increase his faith, and God granted that request.

In the book of Proverbs 4, however, we learn that Solomon actually was asking for what he already had received from God!  Solomon tells us…

When I was a boy in my father's house, 

    still tender, and an only child of my mother, 

    he taught me and said, 

    "Lay hold of my words with all your heart; 

    keep my commands and you will live. 

    Get wisdom, get understanding; 

    do not forget my words or swerve from them. 

    Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; 

    love her, and she will watch over you. 

    Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. 

    Though it cost all you have, get understanding. “
Through faith we understand that God gives us this wisdom through his Scripture, in our relationship with the Word made flesh.  Solomon heard this and eagerly sought out God in his Word from the time he was a child.  His wish was for God to continue to build up his faith in the coming Savior, a prayer that God always answers through the means of grace.
This can be our wish and prayer, also.  We can ask God to teach us to know Jesus, and that prayer will be answered through the Means of Grace.  Our prayer for greater faith is answered by God’s Word, and we would do well to take Paul’s advice about it, as written in I Timothy 3:

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

This e-votion was written and sent by Phil Rehberger on 2-22-05 from Mt. Zion Lutheran Church (mtzionwi.org). I pray that it uplifts and strengthens you in your faith.  To subscribe, send an e-mail with the subject line "Subscribe E-votions" to phil@mtzionwi.org.  To unsubscribe, please send an e-mail with the subject line "Unsubscribe E-votions" to phil@mtzionwi.org.
“Do not trust…”

On 52nd Street in Kenosha is a bar sign that says,

“______’s Bar:

Warm beer, lousy food, ugly bartenders…”

Probably each person driving by understands the joke—that you don’t advertise yourself very well by saying that you offer poor service.  The world expects us to talk up ourselves and our services, to convince you that we are the best.
That is why today’s e-votion may surprise you—because I want to tell you not to trust me.

I suppose that I could give you reasons for that, or perhaps those who know me personally could give (more) reasons—but the real reason is that God tells us not to trust any man in Psalm 146:

Do not put your trust in princes, 

    in mortal men, who cannot save. 

    When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 

    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 

God’s Word reminds us that no man is trustworthy, that, as Romans 3 declares, “there is no one righteous, not even one…all have turned away, they have together become worthless…”  That includes both me and you.  So not only can you not trust me, you can’t even trust yourself.  

In the absence of trust in ourselves, Psalm 146 points us in a different direction:
    Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

    whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

    the Maker of heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and everything in them- 

    the LORD , who remains faithful forever. 

When we recognize our own inability to save ourselves, and look to God for a Savior, we see in God one who is “faithful forever.”  We understand that Jesus came to “seek and save the lost,” and to “take away the sins of the world.”  Our trust focused on Christ when we hear His Word of pardon, peace, comfort, advice, and direction.  God grant us the wisdom to trust in God alone (not in Phil or myself!)
“My lover is mine and I am his…”

Before my wife and I were engaged, while we were still dating, I used to deal with the stress of commitment by telling her that I was going to become a monk.  Although she didn’t say it, I could see the look in her eyes when I teased her—“You better not, buster!”

Even though she may have thought that, she never said it, because she understood that coercion is a poor basis for a long-term relationship.  So, when it came time to get engaged, I asked her, on the basis of our love and God’s promises, if she would marry me.  I didn’t tell her she had to do this.  Her consent was freely asked for and freely given.
This picture of wooing is essential to understanding the book of Song of Songs.  The entire book is a picture of the process by which God comes to sinful mankind.  He does not come to us and tell us we must be his children, but rather he shows us his boundless love and faithfulness.  He tells us that he will never leave us or forsake us. He showers us with love, and then invites us to reflect that love back to Him and to others.
This perspective is summed up in Song of Songs 2:

“My lover is mine and I am his…”

Part of the risk of this process of wooing is dealing with the possibility of rejection.  But God takes that danger upon himself, because he wants our love to be freely given.  He continues to shower his love on us, with great blessing, day after day.  This persistent love will finally end in the great banquet of the last day, as shown in Revelation 19:
Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters  

      and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! 

For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” 

     (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)
God grant us a clear understanding of the love of God until the day he returns to take us to be his eternal bride in heaven!

“Your light has come”

“What are all those signs for?” my son asked me the other day, as we came home from his kindergarten class.  He noticed all the road signs, and wanted an easy explanation for all of them.  Unfortunately, I was not able to give him a quick and easy explanation, because there are so many different kinds of signs.

Some are speed limit signs.  They tell you how fast you may drive, and they are there for your safety.  Others are directional signs, which help you find where you need to go.  Still others are ads for things I might want.  A gas station sign tells me the current price ($2.00 and climbing) and reminds me to look and see if I am running out of fuel for my trip.  But the vast majority of signs are ones that I don’t need or want, and all they do is distract me.  I dare not follow all the advice I see on signs, or I would never get to my goal.  After all, a person can only “eat here” so many times in one day. (
Life is a car ride filled with signs.  There is no shortage of people, groups and institutions telling us how to live our lives, how to spend our money, and where to go.  Some of them are useful.  Others of them might help remind us of a need.  But most of them are dangerous.

They are dangerous to us because we have a sinful nature that is all too often led astray, and the signs are made by people who have a sinful nature.  The net effect is that of the “blind guides,” as Jesus points out in Matthew 15. “If a blind man leads a blind man, they will both fall into a pit.”  The collective blindness of myself and others leaves this world a very dark place.
In his love, God did not leave us lost in the blindness of sin.  In his mercy, he sent his Son to be the light of the world. When he died and rose, the light dawned on the world.  When we are crushed by our own blindness, see the depths of our sin, and turn from that darkness, the light dawns in our hearts. This light dispels the darkness by his glorious light.  That lights gives us a place of refuge, guides us in our paths, and will soon lead us home to heaven.  Isaiah testifies to that light in chapter 60:

   "Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 

    See, darkness covers the earth 

    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

    but the LORD rises upon you 

    and his glory appears over you. 

    Nations will come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

    "Lift up your eyes and look about you: 

    All assemble and come to you; 

    your sons come from afar, 

    and your daughters are carried on the arm. 

    Then you will look and be radiant, 

    your heart will throb and swell with joy…
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